
   

Suburban Showplace, Novi MI 

DeltaPlex, Grand Rapids MI 

*combined show numbers 

200+ 
Exhibitors* 

5000 
Leads Generated 

1700+ 
Attendees* 

133,000 
Square Feet* 

5th  
Annual Show 

advancedmanufacturingexpo.com 

4 
Areas of Expertise  

http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/exhibit-at-ame/
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Over the past two years, several of Mark Ermatinger’s peers in the Association for High Technology 

Distribution (www.ahtd.org) have sought his advice on how to evolve from the run-of-the-mill open 

house to a regional expo like AME. He offers some advice based on lessons learned. 

Make it easy for local attendees. AME offers free registration for qualified attendees, including 

onsite registration the day of expo. “We get hundreds of registrations the last few days lead-

ing up to the show. Schedules change and since we’re close, people can stop into the show 

for a half day to network and talk to exhibitors.” 

Collaborate. While Ermatinger invites his own vendors to exhibit in the main hall, he also collab-

orates with other distributors that specialize in metalworking and mechanical parts to set up 

additional halls for their vendors. In 2019, he plans to add another hall featuring process and 

instrumentation products.         

Maintain a low total cost of exhibiting at the show. As a business owner, Ermatinger pays close 

attention to the total cost of doing trade shows — exhibitor fees, marketing materials, travel, 

hotel, meals, entertaining clients and more. Because both AME shows are in easily accessible 

suburbs outside of downtown Detroit and Grand Rapids, the total costs tend to be considera-

bly lower than Chicago or other major metro areas. 

Handle shipping and logistics for companies doing both shows. AME offers exhibitors a low-cost 

option to ship their show exhibits between metro Detroit and Grand Rapids. “They’re the 

rock stars. We’re the roadies. We help free up their time,” Ermatinger said. 

Provide exceptional customer service to exhibitors. AME does the “little things” to make life 

easier for exhibitors, Ermatinger said. “We do a private reception after setup is done, so ex-

hibitors can eat, relax and network. The day of the show, we provide a free boxed lunch for 

exhibitors. There’s a golf outing.  We try to do the little things that they don’t get at the big 

trade shows.” 

Offer visibility for exhibitors through media partnerships, social media. AME partners with local 

print, radio and TV to promote the show, but also to promote the exhibitors. A partnership 

with MiBiz, a regional business publication, allows exhibitors to promote their brands 

throughout the lead up to the show. 

For more information about the 2019 Advanced Manufacturing Expo, visit http://

www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/ or email joe.teague@industrialcontrol.com. 

The Advanced Manufacturing Expo:             
A Recipe for Expo Success 

http://www.ahtd.org
http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/
http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/
mailto:joe.teague@industrialcontrol.com
http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/
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Meet and Speak with Key Decision Makers -  Many of the C-level ex-
ecutives you wish to meet will be in attendance along with Managers, 
Engineers, Purchasers and many other decision makers. 
 
Network - Between exhibitor celebrations and the First Robotics Golf 
Outing there are several opportunities to connect and engage with 
your peers. 
 
Highlight and Educate - 1500-2000 eager attendees will be delivered 
to you over two days. This is a captive audience hungry for knowledge 
you possess! 

Cutting tools, coatings, coolants, work 
& tool holding, metal working fluids,  
additive manufacturing, gauging,   
abrasives and inventory management 
solutions. 

 WHAT’S AHEAD... 

WHO’S IN ATTENDANCE 

VENUE DETAILS 

SPONSORSHIPS 

GOLF OUTING 

MAP NOVI - COMING SOON 

MAP GRAND RAPIDS -     

COMING SOON 

Robots, cobots, laser markers, safety, 
motion, vision, machine builders,    
integrators, logistics, universities,    
illumination, conveyors, MMTC, The 
Right Place and other state programs. 

       
The Advanced Manufacturing Expo bridges the gap between East and West Michigan with 
a truly one of kind opportunity for Leadership, Networking, Resources and Technology 
within the manufacturing sector. The AME has grown 20% or more every year since it’s in-
ception in 2015.  How do we continue to have such large scale growth? In large part by 
partnering with local leaders in the manufacturing such as Creston Industrial Sales, Motion 
Industries and Industrial Control.  Through these partnerships attendees and exhibitors 
alike will have full access to resources and knowledge needed to propel your business into 
the future of manufacturing. 
 

We are the only independent expo of its kind to deliver FOUR (4) specific areas/halls of   

expertise:  Mechanical, Metal Working, Automation, and new for 2019 

Process and Instrumentation. 

Bearings, power transmission,  
motors, linear motion, pneumatics,  
hydraulics, process pumps, hose,  
fittings, chemicals, lubricants, safety, 
adhesives and sealants. 

 

Instrumentation, mechanical &  
heating products, valves & regulators, 
valve repair, calibration, pressure 
transmitters, filtration, flow surveys, 
and more. 

advancedmanufacturingexpo.com 

 

TO BE ANNOUNCED 

http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/
http://www.crestonindustrial.com/
https://www.motionindustries.com/
https://www.industrialcontrol.com/
http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/exhibit-at-ame/
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The Advanced Manufacturing Expo is a Michigan based show that 

provides intimate yet global reach that is especially unique.  Exhibi-

tors and  attendees not only meet leaders in the manufacturing world, 

but walk away with real valuable and actionable information. 

 COMPANIES IN ATTENDENCE  

 

 

 

 TITLES IN ATTENDENCE   

President, Owner - Chief Executive Officer - Chief Operating Officer - Plant Manager -        

Machine Engineer - Purchaser - Director of Technology - Senior Manufacturing Engineer - 

Vice President - Director of Engineering - Design Engineer - Controls Engineer - Automation 

Engineer - General Manager - Electrical Engineer - Industrial Engineer - Machine Design     

Engineer - Process Engineer  

C-Level / Owner / Director Engineer / Design / Tech 

advancedmanufacturingexpo.com 

http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/
http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/exhibit-at-ame/
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“The Advanced Manufacturing Expo was a huge success 

that came as a complete surprise. Having done over 90 

Rockwell Automation On The Move and many Automation 

Fair events, I was not sure what to expect... 100% total 

class, well planned and well executed event. ...”   

 

“Not only are our customers 

walking the show, but other      

exhibitors are a great resource.” 

“As a visitor to the show the ROI 

is leaning a whole bunch in short 

time…” 

“This is a really great event! Get 

out of your day to day and get an 

awareness of what’s happening... 

This is the place to do that.” 

“Walk out with a very full head of 

knowledge and clear understand-

ing after speaking with countless 

professionals.” 

advancedmanufacturingexpo.com 

http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/
http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/exhibit-at-ame/
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Novi (Detroit )  
Suburban Showplace 

Tuesday August 20th 

• New for 2019, the First Robotics Invitational with 6-12 teams competing on a full size 

First Robotics Field during the show! 

• New Process and Instrumentation Hall 

• Expanded Metal Working & Mechanical Halls  

• New Future Technologies Area 

advancedmanufacturingexpo.com 

http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/
http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/exhibit-at-ame/
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• Expanded 90,000 Sq. Feet  
 

• 300+ Exhibitor Booths & Tables 

 

• New Process and Instrumentation Hall 
 

• Expanded Metal Working & Mechanical Halls  

 

• New Future Technologies Area 

advancedmanufacturingexpo.com 

Grand Rapids  
DeltaPlex Arena 

Thursday August 22nd 

http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/
http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/exhibit-at-ame/
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Grand Rapids Exhibitor Party The B.O.B. (Big Old 

Build) private exhibitor party is included in your Booth 

price for networking with other exhibitors the night 

before the show. Enjoy free beer & wine and heavy 

hors-d'oeuvre downtown Grand Rapids with ample 

parking across the street. This free event is limited to 

the first 225 registered exhibitors. 

The Novi Exhibitor Party will be held at the Hyatt 

Place right inside of the show location and will     

feature drinks and heavy hors-d'oeuvre. Bring your 

business cards and meet your follow exhibitors as 

well as the people behind the scenes! This free 

event is limited to the first 225 registered exhibitors.   

Exhibitor Private Party 

advancedmanufacturingexpo.com 

http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/
http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/exhibit-at-ame/
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- 20x20 booth in Novi and Grand Rapids (Booth includes skirting, up to 8  
  chairs, up to 4 tables, 110 AC power, free parking, free fork truck service, and         
  shipping logistics) 

- 8 exhibitor badges (per venue) 

- 8 exhibitor lunches (per venue) 

- 10 extra lunch vouchers, ideal for customers and clients 

- Private exhibitor party in Novi and Grand Rapids 

- Full page ad space in AME 2019 Program 

- Two (2) 5'x10' banners with logo 

- Logo inclusion on all 2019 print advertising and signage 

- Press Release announcing Platinum Sponsor 

- Mass Email announcing Platinum Sponsor 

- Social Media announcing Platinum Sponsor   

- Mention in all advertising (TV, Radio, Connected TV) 

- AME Home Page leader board (728x90) 

- AME Sponsorship Page leader board (728x90)   

- Key Contact "VIP Alert" 

- Mobile lead generation software 

- Round of golf for four (4) at the AME 2019 Charity Golf Outing  
  benefiting FIRST Robotics of Michigan, Friday August 23rd. 

SPONSORSHIP 

 

advancedmanufacturingexpo.com 

http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/
http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/exhibit-at-ame/
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SPONSORSHIP 
 

- 10x20 booth in Novi and Grand Rapids (Booth includes              
   skirting, 4 chairs, 2 tables, 110 AC power, free parking, free fork    
   truck service, and shipping logistics) 
 

- 4 exhibitor badges (per venue) 

- 4 exhibitor lunches (per venue) 

- 6 extra lunch vouchers, ideal for customers and clients 

- Half page program ad space in AME 2019 Program 

- One (1) 5'x10' banner with logo 

- Mass Email announcing Gold Sponsor 

- Social Media announcing Gold Sponsor 

- AME Home Page medium ad (400x400) 

- AME Sponsorship Page cube ad (300x250)   

- Key Contact "VIP Alert" 

- Mobile lead generation software 

advancedmanufacturingexpo.com 

http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/
http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/exhibit-at-ame/
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SPONSORSHIP 
 

- 10x10 booth in Novi and Grand Rapids (Booth includes              
   skirting, 2 chairs, 1 table, 110 AC power, free parking, free fork    
   truck service, and shipping logistics) 
 

- 2 exhibitor badges (per venue) 

- 2 exhibitor lunches (per venue) 

- 4 extra lunch vouchers, ideal for customers and clients 

- Quarter page program ad space in AME 2019 Program 

- Social Media announcing Silver Sponsor 

- AME Sponsorship Page cube ad (300x250) 

- Key Contact "VIP Alert" 

- Mobile lead generation software 

advancedmanufacturingexpo.com 

http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/
http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/exhibit-at-ame/
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You hold the power to save those in need.  Become the life line 

needed for those with dying batteries by POWERING them up! 

Your team must supply the proper station/equipment for charging 

up to 15 devices at once. 

 

- Includes 10x20 booth in Novi and Grand Rapids (booth      

  includes skirting, 4 chairs, 2 tables, 110 AC power, free parking,      

  free fork truck service, and shipping logistics) 

- 2 exhibitor badges (per venue) 

- 2 exhibitor lunches (per venue) 

- 4 extra lunch vouchers, ideal for customers and clients 

- Quarter page program ad space in AME 2019 Program 

- Social Media announcing Power Up Sponsor 

- AME Sponsorship Page cube ad (300x250) 

- Key Contact "VIP Alert" 

- Mobile lead generation software 

 

 

 

SPONSORSHIP 
 

advancedmanufacturingexpo.com 

http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/
http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/exhibit-at-ame/
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20x20 Booth Includes:              

- Skirting, 8 chairs, 4 tables, 110 AC power, free parking, free fork truck service,   
  and shipping logistics between show locations (contact for shipping details) 

- 8 exhibitor badges 

- 8 exhibitor lunches 

- Private exhibitor party in Novi and Grand Rapids (limited to first 225 registered) 

- Mobile lead generation software 

- Half page ad in AME 2019 Program 

- Listing in show directory 

10x10 Booth Includes:              

- Skirting, 2 chairs, 1 table, 110 AC power, free parking, free fork truck service,   
  and shipping logistics between show locations (contact for shipping details) 

- 2 exhibitor badges 

- 2 exhibitor lunches 

- Private exhibitor party in Novi and Grand Rapids (limited to first 225 registered) 

- Mobile lead generation software 

- Listing in show directory 

advancedmanufacturingexpo.com 

Dual and Single    

Location Pricing 

Grand    

Rapids 

Booth 

Qty 
    NOVI 

Booth 

Qty.     
  Grand Total 

DUAL location     

Pricing 
 $ 1,295  1  $ 1,295    $ 1,195  1  $ 1,195   $ 2,490  

  $ 1,195  2  $ 2,390    $ 1,095  2  $ 2,190   $ 4,580  

  $ 1,195  3  $ 3,585    $    995  3  $ 2,985   $ 6,570  

  $ 1,195  4  $ 4,780    $    945  4  $ 3,780   $ 8,560  

         

SINGLE location 

Pricing 
 $ 1,295  1  $ 1,295    $ 1,295  1  $ 1,295  NA 

  $ 1,245  2  $ 2,490    $ 1,195  2  $ 2,390  NA 

  $ 1,195  3  $ 3,585    $ 1,095  3  $ 3,285  NA 

  $ 1,195  4  $ 4,780    $    995  4  $ 3,980  NA 

*limited 20x20 availability in Grand Rapids 

http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/
http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/exhibit-at-ame/
http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/exhibit-at-ame/
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Key Contact "VIP Alert": $200 (available to all exhibitors) 

No longer miss seeing or meeting with the major clients/customers you 

want to meet at an expo. VIP Alert subscribers simply input/provide the 

basic information of the person(s) you wish to see/meet and the AME’s 

“VIP Alert” will notify you when they check in at the show!!! (Limited to 20 VIP 

Alerts per exhibitor) 

 

Parking Lot Sponsor Novi: $2500 (1 available) 

-  We will place your fliers in every AME bag 

- 10x10 booth in Novi  

- 2 Exhibitor Badges  

- 2 Exhibitor Lunches (per venue) 

- Social Media announcing Parking Sponsor 

- AME Sponsorship Page cube ad (300x250) 

 

Parking Lot Sponsor Grand Rapids: $2500 (1 available) 

- We will place your fliers in every AME bag 

- 10x10 booth in Grand Rapids 

- 2 Exhibitor Badges  

- 2 Exhibitor Lunches (per venue) 

- Social Media announcing Parking Sponsor 

- AME Sponsorship Page cube ad (300x250) 

advancedmanufacturingexpo.com 

http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/
http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/exhibit-at-ame/
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Golf Outing Rates 
$100 per person.  Everyone is welcome! Singles and doubles will be 
paired up to complete teams.  

   
Event Sponsor: $1500 (4 available) 

- 3’ x 5’ vinyl banner on display both days at the Advanced Manufacturing    
  Expo 
- 3’ x 5’ vinyl banner on display at the check-in table and during lunch at  
  the golf outing 
- Full attendee list from golf outing 
- Round of golf for four (4) 

 
Lunch Sponsor: $1000 (1 available) 
Includes four (4) signs during lunch with your artwork/messaging. 
 
Hole Sponsor: $400 (16 available) 
Includes a sign at the contest hole with your artwork/messaging.  

 
Longest Drive: $400 (1 available) 
$300 plus a prize valued at a minimum of $100  
 

Closest to Pin: $400(1 available) 
$300 plus a prize valued at a minimum of $100  
 

Longest Putt: $400 (1 available) 
$300 plus a prize valued at a minimum of $100  

 

advancedmanufacturingexpo.com 

REGISTER YOUR TEAM HERE 

http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/golf-fundraiser-2019
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LEADERSHIP. NETWORKING. RESOURCES. TECHNOLOGY.  

  ALL IN ONE PLACE. 

We are looking for a few great exhibitors to join us for the Advanced  

Manufacturing Expo 2019 (AME).  2019 will be our fifth year organizing the 

show and with an average over 20% growth each year, we no plans of slowing 

down!  

From the beginning we designed the shows to pull the local communities of 

schools, manufacturers, machine builders, integrators, and state programs to 

come together. 

A grass-roots show like the AME took a great deal effort to establish.  We are thrilled with it’s results 

and proud of what we’ve built. With that, we encourage you and your team to join us this year and 

reap the benefits of the AME.  Thank you! 

   

   

Mark Ermatinger—

Founder of AME 2015 

advancedmanufacturingexpo.com 

http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/
http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/exhibit-at-ame/
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Grand Rapids & Detroit, MI—Mark Ermatinger never would have guessed a cus-

tomer-appreciation event would evolve into one of the fastest-growing advanced 

manufacturing shows in the Midwest. 

Ermatinger, an automation products distributor, came up with the idea for a local 

automation expo after customers packed his Zeeland, Mich. facility for an open 

house in October 2014. They weren’t just there for drinks and hors d'oeuvres ei-

ther; they pressed him for more of everything he had to offer: products, resources, 

education, training and peer-networking.  

After the open house, he told a colleague, “We really need more space.” He rented 

an event facility in nearby Hudsonville, Mich. and started recruiting other vendors. 

He opened the first Advanced Manufacturing Expo (AME) less than a year later 

with 70 vendors and 11,000 square feet of expo space. 

Over the next three years, AME grew from the single location near his facility to a 

pair of shows at major venues in Grand Rapids and metro Detroit. In 2018, the two 

AME shows drew more than 1,800 registrants and 310 booths covering more than 

120,000 feet of exposition space.  

“It’s a fraction of the size of the big automation events like IMTS and Automate,” 

Ermatinger said. “But we’re not worried about being big. We’re focused on deliv-

ering an effective, cost-efficient experience for attendees and exhibitors.”    

That means delivering an exceptionally high level of customer service to exhibitors, 

while keeping the total cost of exhibiting extremely low. That also means playing 

to several unique strengths, especially the enormous number of manufacturing 

personnel that work and live within a 90-mile radius of the two show locations.   

 

http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/
http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/exhibit-at-ame/
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“It’s a natural draw for attendees to come to Grand Rapids or metro Detroit versus 

Chicago or other big cities around the country,” Ermatinger said.  “We’re close to 

home for a lot of engineers, maintenance staff, owners and executives, so they can 

spend a half-day walking the AME floor instead of having to commit to a full day — 

or two — of travel.” 

MICHIGAN MEANS MANUFACTURING 

The two AME events, held over a four-day period in August, draw the majority of 

their attendees from around the state of Michigan and, to a lesser extent, neigh-

boring Great Lakes states like Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Wisconsin.  

Michigan’s sizable manufacturing sector is no secret, particularly the automotive 

sector. In addition to the Big Three automakers — GM, Ford and Fiat/Chrysler — 

Michigan is home to 96 of the top 100 auto suppliers in North America and more 

than 2,200 facilities that conduct automotive research, design, engineering and 

validation.  

More than 117,000 engineers call “the Mitten” home, and Michigan workers ac-

count for nearly 18.5 percent of all U.S. vehicle production. 

But the state’s manufacturing sector far exceeds the automotive industry. Michi-

gan is also a leader in other industrial sectors including aerospace, furniture, food 

processing, defense and medical devices. Global manufacturing companies such as 

Whirlpool, Kellogg, Stryker, Herman Miller and Steelcase are headquartered in 

West Michigan.  

Overall, an estimated 621,000 Michiganders — about 13 percent of the state’s 

workforce — work in the manufacturing sector, according to the Bureau of Labor 

http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/
http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/exhibit-at-ame/
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QUALITY, NOT QUANTITY. 

Even with the huge numbers of nearby potential attendees for the two shows, AME 

keeps focused on quality rather than quantity. The top job titles of attendees are 

manufacturing engineers, machinists, presidents/CEOs, production management, 

operations management, maintenance and sales.    

“The quality of the attendees is significantly higher than the typical trade show,” Er-

matinger said. “Most have done their homework and kicked the tires on the Inter-

net, so they’re at the show for serious fact-gathering. They’re spending 10-15 quali-

ty minutes with exhibitors asking specific and pointed questions, instead of the typi-

cal three-minute demo.” 

Attendees are also looking for educational materials as opposed to marketing bro-

chures, he said. When it comes to automation and advanced manufacturing, nearly 

80 percent of executives turn to suppliers for education, according to a recent sur-

vey by business publication MiBiz and the nonprofit Michigan Manufacturing Tech-

nology Center-West. 

Like many of his peers these days, Ermatinger finds himself doing a lot more edu-

cating than selling. 

“We’re at a unique point in the manufacturing era,” he said. “Everyone is talking 

about Industry 4.0 and artificial intelligence and IIoT, and the small- and middle-

market manufacturers are desperate for education and trusted sources of infor-

mation. 

“That’s what smaller, regional expos like AME are all about: providing a setting 

where the exhibitors and attendees can get together and have an honest conversa-

http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/
http://www.advancedmanufacturingexpo.com/exhibit-at-ame/

